Policy Clarification 
Cash Assistance – All
 PCA-22424-110

Submitted:   February 9, 2026					Agency: CAOs 	

Subject:	Biological Parent of Adopted Child Has Care and Control of Child

Question:   	Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Specified Relative policy at CAH 127.21 states adoption ends the legal relationship between parent and child, but that adoption does not end the biological relationship.  A biological parent (i.e. blood relative) may not be the legal parent, but they may be a blood relative and specified relative if the child returns to the biological parent’s care and control.

CAH 110.2 states “A biological parent who has placed a child for adoption is not required to apply for the child if the adopted child returns to the household.  Adoption eliminates all legal connections between the adopted child, and the biological parents and siblings.” 

Can a biological parent with wages exceeding the limit for TANF be considered a non-eligible specified relative to their biological child and receive TANF for the child?

	Response By:  Policy Clarification Unit
	              Date: February 26, 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	


Yes.  The legal relationship between the parent and child ends with the adoption; therefore, the biological parent is no longer considered a parent to the child.  The biological relationship continues after adoption.  Therefore, if the biological parent chose to apply for the child, the biological parent could be the specified relative because the biological relationship still exists.  In addition, the biological parent can be the 
specified relative and they may choose not be included in the budget group, consequently, their income and resources would not count when determining eligibility for the TANF child only budget.  

The County Assistance Office (CAO) must hold opening or adding children until any active Adoption Assistance budgets are properly closed.  See 
SHB 850 Foster Care and Adoption.
When processing in the Electronic Client Information System, the CAO would code the biological parent as “other” and narrate the relationship and reason for coding as such.

Refs:  CAH 110.2, 127.21, 127.4, PCT-15118-110
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